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this is the most authoritative and concise book on japanese haiku available what it is how it developed and

how it is practiced in both japanese and english while many haiku collections are available to western readers

few books combine both translated haiku with haiku written originally in english along with an analysis of

individual poems and of the haiku form itself written by a leading scholar in the field kenneth yasuda was

the first american to receive a doctorate in japanese literature from tokyo university japanese haiku has been

widely acclaimed this edition is completely repackaged for a digital format and is the perfect book for lovers

of poetry who do not have a solid background in haiku

a highly distilled form of japanese poetry haiku consists of seventeen syllables usually divided among three

lines though brief they tell a story or paint a vivid picture leaving it to the reader to draw out the meanings

and complete them in the mind s eye haiku often contains a hidden dualism near and far then and now etc

and has a seasonal tie in as well as specific word images that reveal deeper layers in each poem this unique

collection spans over 400 years 1488 1902 of haiku history by the greatest masters bashō issa shiki and many

more in translations by top flight scholars in the field haiku commands enormous respect in japan now

readers of poetry in the west can savor these expressive masterpieces in this treasury compiled by noted

writer faubion bowers who provides a foreword and many informative notes to the poems

this classic book is a collection and analysis of japanese haiku in the english language the haiku is a brief

poetic form expressing a moment of insight no foreign form since the sonnet has so fascinated and challenged

the poets of the english speaking world yet no scholar or critic until now has undertaken a definitive study of

the problems of writing haiku in english this book the first of its kind examines english language haiku in the
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light of japanese form author joan giroux explicates the meaning and history of the japanese haiku its cultural

background the creative process which gives it birth and the technical devices developed by japanese poets

over the centuries examples by classic and contemporary poets including basho and buson shiki and hastutaro

are given romanized japanese and in english translation poems in english from early efforts by ezra pound

and wallace stevens to work of contemporaries like james hackett are discussed and evaluated wherever

possible comparisons are made contrast indicated and suggestions given with a rare sensitivity to the poetic

possibilities of both languages and keen appreciation of the unique qualities of both cultures

a revelation sunday times books of the year 2018 the first penguin anthology of japanese haiku in vivid new

translations by adam l kern now a global poetry the haiku was originally a japanese verse form that

flourished from the sixteenth to nineteenth centuries although renowned for its brevity usually running three

lines long in seventeen syllables and by its use of natural imagery to make zen like observations about reality

in fact the haiku is much more it can be erotic funny crude and mischievous presenting over a thousand

exemplars in vivid and engaging translations this anthology offers an illuminating introduction to this widely

celebrated if misunderstood art form adam l kern s new translations are accompanied here by the original

japanese and short commentaries on the poems as well as an introduction and illustrations from the period

in this multicultural children s book readers will learn to create haiku elegant and simple japanese poems

haiku uses images from nature to make a statement or capture a moment haiku are short but powerful

expressions making them easy and fun to write and share with your friends the activities in this book will

show the seven keys to creating your own haiku and will help you to get started think up memorable words

and images and write the three short lines that make up a great haiku with clear expressions and many

examples this is a great way to have fun while you explore the fascinating aspect of japanese culture kids will

learn to write their first haiku haiku about nature haibun haiku with a short story haiga haiku with a

drawing renga haiku written to friends about the series the asian arts crafts for creative kids series is the first

series aimed at readers ages 7 12 that provides a fun and educational introduction to asian culture and art

through hands on projects readers will explore each art engaging in activities to gain a better understanding

of each form

step into a series of dazzling funny melancholy and joyous moments with this collection of haiku masterworks

beloved translator peter beilenson s goal was twofold to craft a book of haiku accessible to anyone and to

render his best guess at what the poets would have written in english his translations preserve the sublime

spirit of each verse conjuring vivid visual and emotional impressions in spare words haiku icon basho is

represented amply here as are imagery virtuoso buson and wry warm painfully human issa the verses of shiki

joso kyorai kikaku chora gyodai kakei izen and others also appear all illuminated by lovely woodblock prints

ranging from exquisite in the sea surf edge mingling with the bright small shells bush clover petals basho to

bittersweet dead my fine hopes and dry my dreaming but still iris blue each spring shushiki to silly dim the

grey cow comes mooing mooing and mooing out of the morning mist issa this collection will stir your senses

and your heart
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far beyond the field is a first of its kind anthology of haiku by japanese women collecting translations of four

hundred haiku written by twenty poets from the seventeenth century to the present by arranging the poems

chronologically makoto ueda has created an overview of the way in which this enigmatic seventeen syllable

form has been used and experimented with during different eras at the same time the reader is admitted to

the often marginalized world of female experience in japan revealing voices every bit as rich and colorful and

perhaps even more lyrical and erotic than those found in male haiku listen for instance to chiyojo who

worked in what has been long thought of as the dark age of haiku during the eighteenth century but who

composed exquisitely fine poems tracing the smallest workings of nature or katsuro nobuko who wrote

powerfully erotic poems when she was widowed after only two years of marriage and here too is a voice

from today mayuzumi madoka whose meditations on romantic love represent a fresh new approach to haiku

richard wright one of the early forceful and eloquent spokesmen for black americans author of the acclaimed

native son and black boy discovered the haiku in the last eighteen months of life he attempted to capture

through his sensibility as an african american the elusive zen discipline and beauty in depicting man s

relationship not only to his fellow man as he had in the raw and forceful prose of his fiction but to the

natural world in all he wrote over 4 000 haiku here are the 817 he personally chose wright s haiku

disciplined and steeped in beauty display a universality that transcends both race and color without ever

denying them wright wrote his haiku obsessively in bed in cafes in restaurants in both paris and the french

countryside they offered him a new form of expression and a new vision with the threat of death constantly

before him he found in them inspiration beauty and insights fighting illness and frequently bedridden deeply

upset by the recent loss of his mother ella wright continued as his daughter notes in her introduction to spin

these poems of light out of the gathering darkness

no other asian poetic form has so intrigued and beguiled the english speaking world as the japanese haiku

even before world war i  such imagist poets as ezra pound amy lowell  and john gould fletcher were

experimenting with the form at that time pound well described the haiku as an intellectual and emotional

complex in an instant of time indeed it is the haiku s sense of immediacy and its precision that continue to

appeal to poets and poetry lovers today in recent decades there has been an upsurge of interest in the haiku

leading to a number of critical studies of the form studies that have now culminated in the present book this

insightful work not only considers the haiku itself but also the extremely important yet often ignored renga or

linked verse form out of which the haiku grew no deep understanding of the haiku is possible without

familiarity with the renga one hundred frogs begins with a detailed history and description of the renga and

haiku many renowned japanese poets most notably basho are represented in the wealth of translated poetry

that illustrates the text to bring this history up to date a discussion of modern japanese and western haiku is

included next the author discusses the craft of translating renga and haiku and explores recent developments

in the two forms offering a representative selection of modern works to reveal the myriad choices open to

translators of renga and haiku the author provides an in depth analysis of one of japan s most famous haiku

basho s poem about a frog in a pond and presents a compilation of over one hundred translations and

variations of the poem the book closes with short anthologies of english language renga and haiku by

contemporary western poets that offer a tantalizing glimpse of the diversity of expression possible with these
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two forms an instructive celebration of the renga and haiku this volume furnishes a new perspective on the

work of some of japan s outstanding poets of old and lays a foundation for the appreciation of the renga and

haiku that are being written today

in the past hundred years haiku has gone far beyond its japanese origins to become a worldwide phenomenon

with the classic poetic form growing and evolving as it has adapted to the needs of the whole range of

languages and cultures that have embraced it this proliferation of the joy of haiku is cause for celebration but

it can also compel us to go back to the beginning to look at haiku s development during the centuries before

it was known outside japan this in depth study of haiku history begins with the great early masters of the

form like basho buson and issa and goes all the way to twentieth century greats like santoka it also focuses

on an important aspect of traditional haiku that is less known in the west haiku art all the great haiku

masters created paintings called haiga or calligraphy in connection with their poems and the words and

images were intended to be enjoyed together enhancing each other and each adding its own dimension to the

reader s and viewer s understanding here one of the leading haiku scholars of the west takes us on a tour of

haiku poetry s evolution providing along the way a wealth of examples of the poetry and the art inspired by

it

haiku should be written as swiftly as a woodcutter fells a tree or a swordsman leaps at a dangerous enemy

basho the father of haiku poetry was of samurai stock himself and so wrote these words from experience

the art of haiku poetry besides plain spokenness embodies a beauty and power that captivates hearts and

minds everywhere it is one of the enduring literary forms and for good reason traditionally haiku has

emphasized a close relationship with the glories of nature most all appreciate a more intimate connection to

that fascinating realm in this case an expanded consciousness of nature s aliveness enhanced by the poetic

perception  the  practice  or  technique  of  haiku  is  readily  understood  with  stylistic  characteristics  quite

elementary there is much satisfaction derived from the creative process appealing format and dynamism of

these verses for readers and writers of haiku it is an uplifting engagement with the aesthetics of nature when

creatively involved we also grow as persons in touch with the artistic longings of our human nature this book

teaches  how to  relate  to  and carefully  consider  that  natural  world  all  around us  you will  learn  to

communicate these observations and personal visions with sentiment and succinctly as a poet would indeed

the volume is dedicated to all of us the poet of any kind in every heart its contents will thrill and enthrall

you with compelling insights to the method striking examples of this sublime little art form

ing 08 review quote

the book should engage the person interested in reading haiku poetry for pleasure as well as newcomers to

the writing of haiku parts of the book allow for interaction with the author by interested haiku writers the

author presents in a scholarly way his research into haiku and its history as well as its previous uses he talks

about haiku of today and for the future with ample references on haiku to be found in the literature in so

doing he takes the reader on a poetical journey through his life autobiographically speaking which makes the
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book more interesting and human and not pedantic he uses his haiku to speak out on such topics as love

nature war and peace and 9 11 his poetry describes his years growing up in new york city during the great

depression his stint as a combat marine in world war ii his college days at n y u his colorectal cancer and

how he deals with it his work with hiv aids drugs and severely disabled adults his buddhist inclinations and

living in the now his feelings about the destruction of the twin towers some of his poems will come across as

therapeutic while others may be seen as cathartic

this volume features dozens of basho s poems as well as works by his predecessors and ten of his disciples

kikaku ransetsu joso and kyoroku among them intended principally for readers with no knowledge of japanese

literature the book includes the original japanese text a transliteration and english translations for each verse

along the mountain road somehow it tugs at my heart a wild violet basho originating in japan the haiku is a

tiny poem that is usually only three lines long and contains a total of seventeen syllables a universally

appealing form of poetry a haiku is able to capture an intensely human and ordinary moment and turn it into

something extraordinary haiku poetry ancient modern is a gorgeously illustrated anthology of over 200 poems

from 100 of the best haiku poets in america and around the world as well as translations of the japanese

masters the poems range in time from the seventeenth to the twentieth century s and follow the elemental

themes of earth air fire water wood and metal this exquisite collection of haiku is a joyful read for anyone

whether new to haiku or looking to expand their collection haiku authors include dakotsu patricia donegan

humberto gatica jackie hardy kikaku shiki kenneth tenemura nicholas virgilio

a guide to haiku uses examples from around the world to convey the importance of the seasons

over 200 poems from 100 of the best haiku poets around the world
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