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this volume arises from a cooperation between ghanaian and german academics it
answers the need to have a more comprehensive and up to date volume which
addresses key topics areas and problems of the ghanaian education system with a
focus on history policy and curriculum related issues for many years now there
have not been new comprehensive publications in this field and it is necessary to
introduce a lot of recent changes in ghanas education system and reflect about
their challenges the information and positions collected in this volume will be of
interest to policy makers educators lecturers scholars students teachers parents and
other interested people of ghana and other west african countries the book will also
be of great interest to international scholars who want to understand the ghanaian
education system or are involved in academic projects such as internship exchange
programmes and joint research activities with ghanaian academics and educational
institutions akwasi kwarteng amoako gyampah phd is a senior lecturer in the
department of history education university of education winneba ghana and a senior
research associate in the department of history university of johannesburg south
africa bea lundt is prof emer of history and still teaches at the europe university
flensburg germany she is also guest professor at the university of education

winneba uew ghana

this book written by one of the foremost researchers in this field represents one of
the intellectual efforts on the explanation of the inter ethnic phenomenon the author
went into the critique of the whole phenomenon and approached his frame of
meaning from the actor s side that is why the book is subtitled the peoples non
formal mechanisms the author is phenomenological in his approach and believes

that the real meaning of any event should be based on the experience of the actors

2 Islamic Religious Studies Syllabus Waec



Islamic Religious Studies Syllabus Waec

he combined the pessimism of the ethnomethodologists with the realism of the
phenomenologist the result of this is an essay which is considered as being nearest
to the true situation of inter ethnic relations in nigeria more than that of its
predecessors the book therefore reports the behaviors of nigerians in actual
situations how different ethnicities pass and behave as if they are one the book
heavily relied on the w i thomas dictum which says that if man defines a situation
as real they are real in their consequences the consequences of mutual deception
and strategic interactions mentioned in the book become real as they produce the
real tools and mechanisms for tension management in a multi ethnic society the
author dwells a lot on economic spheres where he identified for the first time in
inter ethnic relations literature a phenomenon he refers to as market groups this
group unlike its counterpart the economic associations is informal enduring and
based on proper inter ethnic understanding the market group members declare their
allegiance to the sarki of their commodity who may not necessarily be a member of
their ethnic group different ethnic group members were united by the commodity
they sold in the market the commodity to dictate their interaction style rather than
ethnic or primordial emotional attachments one cannot do but remember marx s
idea on fetishism of commodities in the section commodities assume and dominate
the social psychology of the individuals and place ethnicity in the secondary position
the role of modern formal education in forging inter ethnic unity in nigeria as
reported in the book is also very illuminating the unity of curricula and subjecting
the students to take the same west african senior school certificate examination all
over nigeria regardless of the students state of origin or ethnic orientation
contributes to the nipping of the inter ethnic distrust in the bud another important
thing one may think of is the problem of unity schools to make this more effective
more student exchanges should take place and the numbers of the unity schools
should increase to give the young population an opportunity to practice the non

formal management mechanisms in their formative years

data are a crucial ingredient in any successful education system but building and

sustaining a data system are challenging tasks many countries around the world
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have spent significant resources but still struggle to accomplish a functioning
education management information system emis on the other hand countries that
have created successful systems are harnessing the power of data to improve
education outcomes increasingly emiss are moving away from using data narrowly
for counting students and schools instead they use data to drive system wide
innovations accountability professionalization and most important quality and
learning this broader use of data also benefits classroom instruction and support at
schools an effective data system ensures that education cycles from preschool to
tertiary are aligned and that the education system is monitored so it can achieve its
ultimate goal producing graduates able to successfully transition into the labor
market and contribute to the overall national economy data for learning building a
smart education data system and its forthcoming companion volume shed light on
challenges in building a data system and provide actionable direction on how to
navigate the complex issues associated with education data for better learning
outcomes and beyond data for learning details the key ingredients of successful
data systems including tangible examples common pitfalls and good practices it is a
resource for policy makers working to craft the vision and strategic road map of an
emis as well as a handbook to assist teams and decision makers in avoiding
common mistakes it is designed to provide the how to and to guide countries at
various stages of emis deployment a forthcoming companion volume will focus on
digging deeper into the practical applications of education data systems by various

user groups in different settings

the book is a cutting edge contribution to the debate which has occurred for some
time on the pros and cons of secondary education becoming more closely and
explicitly related to preparing young people for the world of work the book provides
concrete examples of the vocationalisation of secondary education with particular
reference to the situation in africa the book appears in the springer book series on
technical and vocational education and training issues concerns and prospects and
complements the international handbook of technical and vocational education and

training and other publications in the international library of tvet all of which are
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publications of the unesco unevoc international centre for tvet in bonn germany
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