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marvin meyer is one of the leading experts on the secret gospels gospel of thomas secret gospel of mark and others
who has changed forever how we read the canonical gospels and understand early christianity in this new collection
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of his work meyer looks at these revolutionary texts in original and illuminating ways he writes for example about the
naked youths in the villa of the mysteries on the walls of a villa in pompeii a famous mural depicts a naked male
reading from a scroll a look of wonder on his face a naked youth again appears in the gospel of mark abandoning
his garment and fleeing naked when apprehended during jesus arrest a similar youth appears in the secret gospel of
mark these youths meyer proposes serve as an image of religious initiation candidates for the mysteries of dionysus
or of christ this is one of the many aspects of the secret gospels that meyer examines with expert insight and
creativity topics range from gender and infancy stories to discipleship and the relationship of the gospel of thomas
to islamic literature meyer s spellbinding readings of these materials offer fresh understandings of the canonical
gospels marvin meyer is griset professor of bible and christian studies and director of the albert schweitzer institute
at chapman university orange california he is author of the secret teachings of jesus four gnostic gospels and the
gospel of thomas the hidden sayings of jesus and co editor of jesus then and now trinity press international

while cataloging material in the library of the monastery of mar saba in 1958 morton smith discovered a quotation
from a letter of clement of alexandria copied in the end pages of a 17th century collection of the letters of ignatius
after more than a decade of collaborative analysis of the find smith published his conclusions in 1973 setting off a
firestorm of controversy in the new testament studies guild in 1975 a jesuit scholar quentin quesnell claimed the letter
had been forged and implied that smith was the forger moving the focus of debate off the text itself and onto smith
since then the pages containing the letter have been removed from the book and possibly destroyed while catholic
and evangelical writers none of whom have ever seen the pages in question continue to claim that smith forged the
letter following his death in 1991 accusations against smith took on a considerably more personal tone highlighting
his alleged homosexuality and by implication his dishonesty and moral perversity although the question of
authenticity remains unresolved the controversy has opened a window on the intellectually corrupt nature of
apologetic new testament studies a subject of greater importance than the authenticity of early christian texts

in 1958 morton smith traveled to jerusalem to do research in the monastery library of mar saba in the judean desert
what he found was no routine corroboration of new testament history but a precious fragment of a second century
document that would change our understanding of the work and teaching of jesus of nazareth
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this ancient gnostic text can be a companion for your own spiritual quest the secret book of john is the most
significant and influential text of the ancient gnostic religion part of the library of books found in nag hammadi egypt
in 1945 this central myth of gnosticism tells the story of how god fell from perfect oneness to imprisonment in the
material world and how by knowing our divine nature and our divine origins that we are one with god we reverse god
s descent and find our salvation the secret book of john the gnostic gospel annotated explained decodes the
principal themes historical foundation and spiritual contexts of this challenging yet fundamental gnostic teaching
drawing connections to christianity buddhism hinduism kabbalistic judaism and sufism davies focuses on the
mythology and psychology of the gnostic religious quest he illuminates the gnostics ardent call for self awareness
and introspection and the empowering message that divine wholeness will be restored not by worshiping false gods
in an illusory material world but by our recognition of the inherent divinity within ourselves now you can experience
and understand this foundational teaching even if you have no previous knowledge of gnosticism this skylight
illuminations edition presents the most important and valued book in gnostic religion with insightful yet unobtrusive
commentary it provides deeper insight into the understanding that in gnosticism the distinction between savior and
saved ceases to exist you must save yourself and in doing so save god

a groundbreaking account of the secret gospel of mark one of the most hotly debated documents in christian
history in 1958 at the ancient christian monastery of mar saba just outside jerusalem columbia university scholar
morton smith claimed to have unearthed a letter written by the christian philosopher clement of alexandria and
containing an excerpt from a previously unknown version of the canonical gospel of mark this excerpt recounts a
story of jesus s apparent sexual encounter with a young resurrected disciple in recent years an influential group of
researchers has alleged that no secret gospel or letter of clement existed in antiquity and that the manuscript that
morton smith found was a modern forgery created by none other than smith himself in this book geoffrey s smith
and brent ¢ landau enter into the controversy surrounding this document and argue that the secret gospel of mark is
neither a first century alternative gospel nor a twentieth century forgery by the scholar who announced its discovery
instead this account is intimately bound up with the history of mar saba one of the oldest monasteries in the christian
world in this fascinating work smith and landau present the realities and misconceptions surrounding not only the
now lost manuscript but also its brilliant enigmatic and acerbic discoverer morton smith
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noah built an ark the importance of the days of noah however is overlooked and the power that can be unleashed
through this story is minimized while the secular society is tapping into the power of the rainbow covenant and the
idea of an ark of salvation christianity is last in line to see the true depth that can be unsealed in this amazing bible
story of epic proportions join greg badalian as he examines the key to his grandfather s legendary town of noah in
the ancient land of ararat where noah s ark landed for a free online edition go to entertheark com

in 1958 bible scholar morton smith announced the discovery of a sensational manuscript a second century letter
written by st clement of alexandria who quotes an unknown longer version of the gospel of mark when smith
published the letter in 1973 he set off a firestorm of controversy that has raged ever since is the text authentic or a
hoax is smith s interpretation correct did jesus really practice magic or homosexuality and if the letter is a forgery
why through close examination of the discovered manuscript s text peter jeffery unravels the answers to the mystery
and tells the tragic tale of an estranged episcopalian priest who forged an ancient gospel and fooled many of the
best biblical scholars of his time jeffery shows convincingly that smith s secret gospel is steeped in anachronisms and
that its construction was influenced by oscar wilde s salomé twentieth century misunderstandings of early christian
liturgy and smith s personal struggles with christian sexual morality

did christianity begin as a mystery cult led by a man named jesus did the initiation ritual contain homoerotic
elements who was the young man in the gospel of mark wearing nothing more than a sheet why was he there why
was he naked was he about to undergo the rites and rituals of initiation into the jesus cult or was he simply there to
be baptized into the faith are there other gospels of mark out there what do they say about jesus his life death and
resurrection in 1958 morton smith a professor of ancient history at columbia university found a previously unknown
letter of clement of alexandria in the monastery of mar saba situated 20 kilometers 12 miles south east of jerusalem
the letter from clement mentioned an unknown gospel called the secret gospel of mark its contents would start a
firestorm among scholars and academics you are about to venture into the twisting turning world of discovery
history and allegations as scholars battle to decide what this discovery means and what its place could be in the
history of the faith
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during the last 25 years award winning author pagels has been on a personal and intellectual quest to understand
the origins of christianity in this exciting new book she traces the source to the gospel of thomas

the secret gospel of thomas the forbidden ancient manuscript that challenges everything the church taught about
jesus buried for over 1 600 years hidden from history suppressed by the church now rediscovered and it s changing
everything we thought we knew about jesus in the secret gospel of thomas you Il explore the mysterious ancient text
that reveals a radically different jesus one who speaks of divine knowledge inner light and the power within each of
us unlike the bible s narrative gospels thomas gives us 114 cryptic powerful sayings of jesus and none of them talk
about crucifixion or resurrection so why was this gospel banned

a collection of the most profound and poetic teachings attributed to jesus from extra canonical texts arranged by
subject and with a general introduction

the secret gospel of john also known as the apocrypha of john is a text with secret teachings of setian gnosticism
and dates from the second century it describes appearances of jesus christ to the apostle john where gnostic
knowledge gnosis is passed on to him one of the gospels found in nag hammadi which reveals a gnostic vision of
christianity in the soul a continuous conflict reigns between voluntarism ignorance and the soul s desire to get rid of
voluntarism and its consequences and to return to its origin only a complete surrender and a totally new knowledge
gnosis can the soul reach its goal reunification with the spirit in this book which contains profound comments in its
introduction it is revealed to john the soul seeker how the origin and the past continue to act in the present and the
future

what does the so called secret gospel of mark and modern day shroud of turin have in common breaking new
ground in both sindonology the study of the shroud and new testament studies this book explores the mystery
behind the lost gospel and the mysterious story of a figure wrapped in linen that it describes when this controversial
text is reinserted back into the biblical storyline it ties together a number of complex themes that ultimately serve to
reveal the burial resurrection shroud of jesus secret mark may thus be the missing link in a long line of evidence
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pointing toward the shroud of turin s first century origin and the fallacy of the cloth and its image being a medieval
forgery paradoxically critical scholarship s own methods bring to light one of the central relics of christian faith that
may well be the only material artifact of the historical jesus only by reading non canonical apocryphal scripture can
the shroud be more readily perceived in the symbolic codes of the new testament gospel this director s cut of the
gospel of mark is sure to fascinate and enthrall anyone interested in the historical jesus and the origins of christianity
both believers and non believers alike

the secret teachings of jesus would you believe if you were told that jesus preached something more profound than
love peace and brotherhood did you know that jesus revealed to his followers about our true identity the place from
we have come and our final destination intrigued read this book the secret gospel of thomas written by didymos
judas thomas an apostle of jesus is not a narrative account of the life of jesus there is no mention of jesus having
performed miracles his crucifixion his resurrection or the final judgment in the gospel of thomas instead jesus
provides insight about our true self and offers a way of salvation you will be a changed person after you read this
book

this book brings together for the first time in a consecutive narrative the major apocryphal sources of the jesus
tradition composed between the 2nd and 7th centuries these secret gospels were influencial in shaping christian
belief and doctrine for well over 1 000 years they include stories of the birth of jesus his lost years as a boy in
nazareth the wanderings of the holy family the death of joseph and the ascension of the virgin mary into heaven
translated and harmonized by r joseph hoffmann a specialist in early church history these sources offer an
unparalleled view of the devotional life and legend making skills of the christian church they also provide important
insight into the making of the new testament canon and raise significant questions about the way in which belief in
the divinity of jesus of nazareth developed this comprehensive introduction to the apocryphal tradition is essential
reading for anyone interested in the life and thought of the formative period of christian belief enhanced by
hoffmann s running notes and commentary this impressive work includes a supplement on the apocryphal jesus
tradition in islam as well as long unavailable sources from the eastern coptic egyptian and arab christian traditions
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in december 1945 two egyptian fellahin digging for natural fertilizer in the nile river valley unearthed a sealed storage
jar the jar proved to hold treasure of an unexpected sort a collection of some fifty two ancient manuscripts most of
which reflect the teachings of a muystical religious movement we call gnosticism from the greek word gnosis
knowledge the texts are also with few exceptions christian documents and thus they provide us with valuable new
information about the character of the early church and about the gnostic christians within the church in this volume
marvin w meyer has produced a new english translation for general readers of four of the most important and
revealing of these early christian texts the secret book of james the gospel of thomas the book of thomas and the

secret book of john
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